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BROOME SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL — INDIGENOUS YEAR 12 GRADUATES 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.10 pm]: On Thursday 28 October 2010, I 
had the pleasure of attending Broome Senior High School’s year 12 graduation evening. This graduation was 
significant as the number of graduates totalled 66, which is more than double the number of graduates from any 
previous year. In addition, 26 of those students were Aboriginal, which was another record for the school. For 
Aboriginal students, graduation from secondary school is of even greater significance, because it changes the 
aspirations of future generations to one of “I can do it”. Aboriginal students were also well represented in the 
awards presented on the night, demonstrating high levels of achievement. 

The number of Aboriginal graduates at Broome Senior High School has grown steadily over the past few years 
and this growth has been assisted by a number of programs that have been supported by the Western Australian 
government. These programs include Follow the Dream, the secondary school engagement program, the Clontarf 
Football Academy and the Aboriginal tutorial assistance scheme. These programs would not have been 
successful without the dedicated and competent staff at Broome Senior High School. They have worked hard to 
build a culture of success in the school by offering engaging learning experiences and by building positive 
respectful relationships with, and pride in, their students. In particular, I would like to acknowledge the principal, 
Mr Gary Downsborough, for his pivotal role in leading his staff to improve the educational outcomes and 
success rates of students of Broome Senior High School. It was obvious to me that the students, the parents and 
the staff have worked together to build this culture of success, and this collaboration is something I strongly 
promote.  

A number of graduates were from remote communities; they lived at the hostel in Broome where they were able 
to mix with students from other communities and with students who attend St Mary’s College. This is possible 
because of the successful collaboration between the Department of Education and the Catholic Education Office, 
which has seen both public and Catholic school students share a residential college operated by the Country High 
School Hostels Authority. This service-sharing arrangement has clearly shown that a residential college can 
satisfy both sectors in terms of its values and support for student beliefs; expectations of personal standards, 
conduct, guidance and care; and partnerships with teachers and parents.  

Further afield, beyond Broome, it is pleasing to note that the number of year 12 Aboriginal students across 
Western Australia was up 10 per cent between 2009 and 2010—from 707 to 780 students—across all systems 
and sectors. The year 8 to year 12 apparent retention rate for Aboriginal students continued to rise too, up from 
39.6 per cent in 2009 to 42.5 per cent in 2010. There has also been increases in the number of Aboriginal 
students achieving a Western Australian Certificate of Education and in the number of Aboriginal students with 
an Australian tertiary admission rank, or ATAR, formerly known as the tertiary entrance rank, or TER. 

Although there is still a long way to go to close the gap, we are moving in the right direction. 
 


